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Recorders’ Newsletter 
Issue 14 – October 2012 

 

 
 

Welcome to the 14th issue of the Powys and Brecon Beacons National Park Recorders 

Newsletter.  
 
We are having our annual get together of Recorders at the Forum on Saturday 17th 

November in Llandindod Wells (details in this 
issue). I hope to catch up with many of you there. 
 
This newsletter has several write-ups of recording 
days and field meetings which help to get us all out 
and about recording and targeting specific sites. If 
you are new to recording, these are a great way to 
gain field experience and knowledge with some 
local experts. 
 
Many thanks again to all who have contributed 
articles and photographs for this issue. We 
welcome articles and news for the next issue, 
due April 2013.  
 
Happy recording!  Phil Ward – Editor 
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        Update from BIS   
Data 
 
At the moment the BIS database holds approx. 1.4 million records. Over the last 6 
months we have had some important updates from county recorders including VC 43 
Moth records (43,460), from Pete and Ginny Clarke and VC47 Vascular plants 
records (31,482) from Kate Thorne.  Phil Ward, VC43 Invertebrate recorder has been 
able to mobilise 8,600 of his records, under an additional BIS contract. Input of the 
Brecknock Flora data for Mike Porter has also progressed well and by the end of 
June Carola had entered 85,000 records for the years 2008-1987. She is due to 
return to BIS in November and will continue entering the pre-1987 records. We 
estimate this to be about 66,000 records and may take up to 3 months. We are 
therefore very pleased that this will be mainly funded by a BBNP Conservation and 
Community Grant. A more detailed breakdown of the species records BIS hold is on 
the BIS website at http://www.b-i-s.org/node/198 
 
Improving Access to BIS data 
 
In the last newsletter I described the proposed project to improve access to BIS data 
through the web site and web services. Steve, BIS IT officer, has been working on 
this over the summer and is now ready to demonstrate tools to allow public access to 
summary data and more detailed access for county recorders, BIS partners and 
commercial users. BIS has also been accepted to join the Public Sector Broadband 
Aggregation and it is hoped that other LRCs in Wales will also join. This could have 
many advantages, particularly when many of our partners are on this network, but 
initially to provide greater broadband capacity which is essential for the web services 
development. 
Steve will be demonstrating the new system at the BIS Recorders Forum on 
Saturday, 17th November, at Llandrindod Wells. We hope many of you will be able to 
join us and provide feedback as to how useful this will be to the recorders and what 
services you would like to see developed. 
We will also be demonstrating the Cofnod On-line recording system. It has been 
proposed that this is adopted by all the welsh LRCs and has many advantages for 
BIS and the county recorders. 

 CRs would be able to view the historical records BIS holds and verify.  

 The CRs will see new records as they are entered and can verify 

 Recording groups can enter their data in a standard way so BIS can easily 
import into R6 

 It will have in-built verification rules 
However there would be some development costs for BIS and we would like to 
discuss the pros and cons for BIS and the recorders at the Forum. Also to compare 
with ‘irecord’ which some Schemes and Societies are encouraging CRs to use. See 
http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/ for more info. 
 
Look forward to seeing many of you at the Recorders Forum and discussing these 
issues. 

Janet Imlach, BIS Manager 
 

http://www.b-i-s.org/node/198
http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/
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Mervyn Bramley, Phil 

Ward, Val Bradley and 
myself met in Talgarth 

for a joint BWT/BIS 
morning of river 

dipping on the River 
Ennig.  

First of all we had a 

look at the river above 

the new bridge over 

the Ennig starting at 

the top so that we 

were not bringing 

anything upstream 

(and with clean dry boots).             Val, Mervyn and Phil exploring the catch! 

(©S.Coates/BWT) 

Although the bank is tightly mown there was 

some watercress clinging to the bank creating 

a nice habitat with some muddy ooze.  There 

was also some leaf litter sludge up stream on 

the inside of the bend, (white clawed crayfish 

found here).  The rest of the stream bed is 

open and stony but with some good size 

rocks for crayfish refuges. We found a wide 

range of invertebrates by kick sampling 

including caseless and cased caddis, various 

aquatic beetles including the small but 

beautifully marked Platambus maculatus, 

bullhead fish, and mayflies including the 

burrowing Ephemera danica, swimming 

Baetidae and Electrogena. We also found a 

hair worm which has a gruesome life cycle 

where it causes its host, sometimes even a 

grasshopper or dog to go near water when it 

Exploring the River Ennig, Talgarth 

Recording Day 1
st

 August 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 White Clawed Crayfish, 

 body length approx. 4cm    

 (©S.Coates/BWT) 
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is ready to explode out of its host and go swimming. 

We then went on the tiny stream before it meets the Ennig. This had been subject to 

a pollution incident a month before and it was interesting how the algal growth on the 

rocks here was much greater.  It was notable that the mayflies present were all tiny, 

early instars, probably laid after the incident.  Later instars were absent and only one 

caddis was found. Lots of blackfly larvae were clinging to the rocks on the fast 

flowing riffle. Freshwater shrimp will take longer to return and none were seen here, 

but at least the mobile species can recolonize the stream quickly.  It was good to chat 

with a resident who had also noticed the changes. 

Algae covered rock from the unpolluted Ennig (left) compared to a rock from above 
the mill (right). (©S.Coates/BWT) 
 

We also looked below the mill where there was 

a good range of invertebrates, some algae 

growth and rocks suitable for crayfish refuges. 

However it is strange that locals in the Café 

remember going “bullheading” as kids but don’t 

remember white clawed crayfish! 

 

Steph Coates, Brecknock Wildlife Trust 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Biodiversity Information Service Recorder Newsletter – Issue 14 – October 2012 

Page 6 of 11 

A long-time lover of hoverflies, after 
attending a ‘refresher’ course earlier in the 
year, Clive Faulkner has set about 
recording as many as he can in 
Montgomeryshire.  Like many taxon 
groups in Montgomeryshire, there are 
currently very few records of even the 
common species, so it’s not surprising that 
he has already discovered a few which are 
new to the area!  

  
Clive is keen to encourage more Syrphid 
recording in Montgomeryshire, so please 
get in touch with him if you would like to help.  Eristalis sp. ©Phil Owen 
 
 Email: clive@montwt.co.uk. Address: c/o Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust, 42 Broad 

Street, Welshpool, Powys, SY21 7RR. Telephone: 01938 555654. 

 
This spectacular looking hoverfly Volucella 
zonaria (left) is possibly the first Powys record, 
one seen by Keith Noble on brambles in 
Penlan sports field, Brecon on 22nd July. Then, 
on 14th August Andy Shaw had another on 
flowers in his garden at Llanynis near Builth. 
This is classed a 
Notable species 
which is also a 
migrant. 
 

Keith also recorded 
Arctophila superabiens (right) at Llangorse Lake on 4th 
October, a local species with only 10 records for Powys but 
recorded in each of the three vice-counties. 

 
Photos ©Keith Noble 

Phil Ward, Invert. Recorder

Hoping for Hoverflies 

…and two for Brecknock 

mailto:clive@montwt.co.uk
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BSBI Field Meeting at Penyrwrlodd, 
Llanigon, near Hay-on-Wye.  
16

th
 December 2011 

 
Six of us opted for the short walk of under 5km including a leader from Brecknock Wildlife 
Trust.   
 
The heavy showers seemed to get blown over and we stayed fairly dry as we climbed up from 
Penyrwrlodd farm through a field with some unimproved grassland on the steeper areas with 
evidence of a calcareous influence.  We then followed a quiet country lane up past SSSI 
status fields on both sides.  The upper was closed up for hay and we could admire the oxeye 
daisies but bemoaned the lack of Globeflower Trollius europaeus which according to Mike 
Porter was once abundant.  On reaching Hen Allt Common we followed the convenient new 
boardwalks to the far end where we found shelter under a Salix caprea for lunch.  We then 
pressed on to visit the Tufa spring, where mineral rich water seeps out creating an interesting 
bog on a slope that has turned into terraces.  Here we found Flat Sedge Blysmuss 
compressus  as well as Marsh Arrow grass Triglochon palustris.   
 

        
             Blysmuss compressus leaves        Colchicum leaves 
 
The Common is also notable for Colchicum autumnale  for which lots of management work 
has been undertaken to stop the grass and bracken turning to scrub and woodland.  This 
saffron/autumn crocus was in its leafy stage and will die down soon before flowering in the 
autumn. 
 
On the return journey we spotted some Changing forget-me-not Myosotis discolour. The plant 
gall enthusiast in the group John Ockenden had clocked up 15 different species.   We then 
wandered down through Penyrwrlodd wood, grateful for the shelter.  It was mostly oak 
woodland with a young pole-like even aged stand and cow wheat Melampyrum pratense 
under. In the sixth hour, on the final stretch of woodland road verge we spotted a bird’s-nest 
orchid Neotttia nidus-avis   in full stretch but still inconspicuous.  
 

Steph Coates & John Crellin 
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The Wales Biodiversity Partnership (WBP) is offering a small grant to all Vice County 
Recorders in Wales. This can be used towards the purchase of identification books, 
keys, CDs, or other small equipment.  
 
A claim can be up to £25, and may only be claimed once in each financial year. The 
invoice date must match the financial year in which the claim is made.  
 
To claim, please send the form below together with your receipt(s) to the following 
address:  
 
Sean McHugh, WBP Communications Officer, Wales Biodiversity Partnership, 
C/O Wildlife Trusts Wales, Baltic House, Mount Stuart Square, Cardiff Bay, 
CF10 5FH.  
E-mail: s.mchugh@welshwildlife.org Phone: 02920 480 070 (direct), 07817 148524 
(mobile)  
 

 

Name:  

Address: Line 1  

 Line 2  

 Line 3  

 Post Town  

 Post Code  

Email address:  

Contact telephone number  

I am the VC Recorder for: Vice County Name  

 Taxonomic 
Speciality 

 

Item (s) grant claimed for  

Receipt attached?  

 

Sean McHugh, WBP Communications Officer 

WBP – Book Award Fund 
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BIS Bioblitz – Cefn-y-bettws, Clyro 
21

st
 June 2012 

 
After an awful forecast, six recorders (Ginny Clarke, Pete Clarke, Penny Hurt, Julian Jones, 
Phil Ward and Ray Woods) were greeted by sunshine for a day around Penny Hurts’ farm 
and county wildlife site.  
 
Moth recorders Pete and Ginny Clarke had set three traps the night before and weren’t 
expecting much of a catch after it rained hard all night! However, more moths were taken than 
expected, with a good range of common species recorded. The meadows were alive with the 
local chimneysweeper moth Odezia atrata, with over 30-40 being counted. 
 
Ray Woods spent the first hour sitting by the house, not drinking coffee all this time I hasten 
to add, but recording the lichens upon the picnic table! Ray recorded a grand total of 53 
lichens, 15 mosses and 141 vascular plants during the day. Julian and Ray spent a short 
while deliberating over a single marsh-orchid spike which Penny had previously discovered in 
one of the meadows, which Ray confirmed as Northern Marsh-orchid Dactylorhiza purpurella. 
Other interesting plants included many Meadow Saffron Colchicum autumnale and 2 clumps 
of Pale Sedge Carex pallescens. 
 

 photo ©Penny Hurt 
 
Although the ground was too wet to do much sweep netting, Phil managed to record over 50 
species of invertebrate including the large ground weevil Barynotus moerens which feeds on 
Dog’s Mercury, the common longhorn beetles Grammoptera ruficornis and Rhagium 
bifasciatum both found feeding on Oenanthe flowers, the orange-coloured leaf beetle 
Gonioctena pallida beaten off hazel and the large and beautifully coloured click beetle 
Ctenicera cuprea, which has several different colour forms including the all bluish-purple one 
found. This last is quite a local species nationally, being associated with heaths, but is 
widespread in the Welsh uplands.  

Phil Ward, BIS 
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Powys & BBNP 

Recorders’ Forum 
 

At Media Resource Centre, Llandrindod Wells 
Saturday 17th November 2012 

 

We would like to invite recorders from Powys and the Brecon Beacons National Park area to 
the 2012 Recorders Forum. 
 

This event is being organised by the Biodiversity Information Service to provide local 
recorders with an annual get together, exchange information, share views and for BIS to 
provide recent updates and discussion for recorders. 
 

The morning session will update recorders on the progress of BIS, discuss on-line data 
access, with two presentations from guest speakers. The afternoon will include on-line 
recording and local recorder presentations. 
 

As always at these events there will be time for questions, informal discussions and a free 
complimentary buffet lunch. The cost of the event is kindly being met by the Brecon 
Beacons National Park Authority. 
 

To book your free place at the event, please either: 
 
E-mail Phil at phil@b-i-s.org  Phone on 01874 610881  
 
Or complete and return the form below.  By 1

st
 November please 

 
If phoning, please leave your name and contact details so we can confirm your place. 
 

Please feel free to pass this information on to any recorders who may be interested in 
attending. 
We look forward to hearing from you, and hope to see you in Llandrindod on 17th November. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I / We shall be attending the Recorders’ Forum in Llandrindod on 17th Nov. 2012 and require lunch      Y /  N 
 

Name: ………………………………………………………………………….. 

Email: ………………………………………………………………………. 

Tel: ………………………….………….. 

Organisation/group name you wish to be included on badge: ………………………………………………………… 
Do you require any special dietary requirements? …………………………………………………………………… 
 

Cut out, complete and send to: Biodiversity Information Service, Unit 4 Royal Buildings, 6 The Bulwark, Brecon LD3 7LB. 

 
 

Sponsored by: 
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Biodiversity Information Service 

Unit 4, 6 The Bulwark, Brecon, Powys, LD3 7LB 

Tel: 01874 610881 Fax: 01874 624812 Email: info@b-i-s.org  Website: www.b-i-s.org 

 

Funding Partners 

Countryside Council for Wales (CCW) 

Powys County Council (PCC) 

Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (BBNPA) 

Forestry Commission for Wales (FCW) 

Mid-Wales Trunk Road Agency (MWTRA) 

Environment Agency (EA) 

Brecknock Wildlife Trust 

 

Board of Directors 

Norman Lowe (BWT representative) – Chairman 

Steve Packer (Powys County Council) – Secretary 

Sue Furber 

Margaret Underwood (BBNPA) 

Bob Dennison 

David Mitchell (CCW observer) 

 

Steering Group 

Paul Sinnadurai (BBNPA) – Chairman 

Gareth Ellis (BBNP LBAP) 

Bev Lewis (BWT) 

Tammy Stretton (MWT) 

Julian Jones (RWT) 

Michelle Delafield (Mid-Wales Trunk Road Agency) 

Emma Guy (PCC LBAP) 

Ken Perry (CCW) 

Rachel Price (PCC) 

mailto:info@b-i-s.org
http://www.b-i-s.org/

